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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 43-70 are pending. By this Amendment, claim 60 is amended and claims 63-70 
are added. Reconsideration in view of the above amendments and the following remarks is 
respectfully requested. 

By this Amendment, the specification has been amended to update the status of parent 
application No. 09/935,778, since it has now matured into U.S. Patent No. 6,679,261. 

Claims 60-62 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) over Kwok et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,119,693). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

With respect to claim 60, Kwok et al. does not teach or suggest a bridge, a first arm, and 
a second arm, wherein the mask end of each arm includes a semi-circular portion having at least 
one arc portion with an undercut. This feature is described on page 7, lines 14-19 and page 10, 
lines 4-11. The semi-circular portion in Kwok et al. does not include at least one arc portion 
with an undercut, as recited in claim 60. 

Claims 61 and 62 depend from claim 60, and are patentable by virtue of that dependency, 
in addition to the further features they recite. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

Claims 43-62 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting over claims 1-9, 17-24 and 31-33 of commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 
6,679,261. Although Applicants do not agree with the rejection, submitted herewith is a duly 
executed Terminal Disclaimer to obviate the rejection. The filing of a Terminal Disclaimer is 
not an admission of the propriety of the rejection, per MPEP 804.02. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 
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New claims 63-70 are presented for the Examiner's consideration. These features are 
described beginning at page 7 of the specification, with advantages of those features beginning 
on page 8, line 29 of the specification. Each of the independent claims define at least one feature 
which is not taught or suggested by Kwok et al. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that all the 
claims are patentable and that the entire application is in condition for allowance. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable to place the application in 
better condition for allowance, she is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number 
listed below. 



PTB:jck 
Attachment: 
Terminal Disclaimer 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE RC. 




Reg. No. 38,009 
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